Course Summary for Exploring the Gospels: The Life and Teachings of Jesus:**

1. **Introduction to the Gospels**

This section defines the Gospels as the accounts of Jesus’ life and teachings, emphasizing their purpose
in conveying the message of salvation. It provides an overview of the four Gospels—Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John—highlighting their unique perspectives and contributions to the New Testament.
Additionally, the historical context surrounding the writing of the Gospels is explored, offering insights
into the cultural and social factors that influenced their narratives.

2. *¥*The Birth and Early Life of Jesus**

This section examines the nativity stories found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, detailing the
circumstances surrounding Jesus’ birth and the significance of these accounts. It also delves into Jesus’
early years, including his family background and upbringing, which shaped his identity and mission. The
importance of Jesus’ baptism is discussed, highlighting its role as a pivotal moment in his early life and
ministry.

3. **Jesus’ Ministry and Teachings**

An overview of Jesus’ public ministry is presented, focusing on the key events and themes that
characterized his work. This section highlights significant parables that Jesus taught, explaining their
meanings and implications for his audience. The Sermon on the Mount is explored in depth, showcasing
the core teachings of Jesus that emphasize love, humility, and moral integrity.

4. **Miracles and Healings**

This section categorizes the various types of miracles performed by Jesus, such as healings, nature
miracles, and exorcisms, emphasizing their role in his ministry. The theological significance of these
miracles is discussed, illustrating how they demonstrate Jesus’ divine authority and compassion. Notable
case studies of specific miracles from the Gospels are examined to provide a deeper understanding of
their impact on Jesus’ followers and the broader community.

5. **The Disciples and Followers of Jesus**

The calling of the disciples is explored, detailing how Jesus selected his closest followers and the
implications of their commitment. This section highlights the roles and contributions of key disciples,
such as Peter, James, and John, in the context of Jesus’ ministry. The concept of discipleship is examined,
emphasizing the expectations and teachings of Jesus regarding what it means to follow him.



6. **Conflicts and Challenges**

This section addresses the conflicts Jesus faced, particularly in his interactions with religious authorities
who opposed his teachings. The role of parables in addressing these conflicts is analyzed, showcasing
how Jesus used storytelling to convey profound truths. Responses to opposition and criticism are
discussed, highlighting Jesus’ resilience and commitment to his mission despite challenges.

7. **The Passion Narrative**

The events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus are detailed, providing a chronological account of the
final days of his life. The Last Supper is examined for its significance as a moment of communion and
teaching among Jesus and his disciples. The crucifixion is discussed in terms of its theological
implications, including themes of sacrifice, redemption, and fulfillment of prophecy.

8. **The Resurrection and Its Impact**

This section presents the various accounts of the resurrection found in the Gospels, emphasizing the
transformative nature of this event. The theological significance of the resurrection is explored,
illustrating its role as the cornerstone of Christian faith. The Great Commission is discussed as a pivotal
moment that marks the birth of the Church and the call for believers to spread the message of Jesus.

9. **The Teachings of Jesus in Contemporary Context**

The relevance of Jesus’ teachings in today’s world is examined, highlighting how his principles can be
applied to modern life. This section encourages learners to reflect on the application of Gospel teachings
in various contexts, including personal relationships and social justice. Interfaith perspectives on Jesus’
teachings are also considered, fostering a broader understanding of his impact across different religious
traditions.

10. **Course Review and Assessment**

The final section summarizes the key themes and teachings covered throughout the course, reinforcing
the central messages of the Gospels. Preparation for the final assessment is discussed, guiding learners
on how to synthesize their knowledge effectively. Reflection on personal insights gained from the course
is encouraged, allowing participants to articulate their understanding and growth in relation to the life
and teachings of Jesus.



